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The Plant Kingdom

the mountains rise from a dry or desert region. This is seen in
Arizona, where the country around the mountains, and even the
lower slopes of the mountains themselves, produce only desert
vegetation, while at higher altitudes there occur rather luxuriant
coniferous forests.

On mountains the height of the forests decreases with rising
elevation.   At low and medium altitudes a greater luxuriance
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sometimes results from increased rainfall, but with this exception
the height of the forests decreases until, frequently, the forest
passes into elfin wood, which consists of stunted and twisted
trees (Fig. 264). Above the elfin wood there is often an area of
dwarf shrubs, which in turn gives way to alpine meadow (Figs.
265, 266). This consists of a short, xerophytic, matted vegetation
of grasses or dicotyledonous herbs, or both. Where conditions are
favorable this vegetation extends to the region of perpetual snow.
As in the arctic tundra, the flowers of the alpine meadow are large
in comparison with the dwarf plants (Fig. 266).
On moist tropical mountains the three-storied rain forests give
way to a lower forest, which often consists of two stories, and